Yerushalmi — Story of Rabbi Dosa ben Hyrcanus
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R. Jacob bar Idi in the name of R. Joshua ben Levi [related] a story about some elders
who visited upon R. Dosa ben Hyrcanus to ask him about the case of the daughter’s
cowife. They said to him, are you the one who permits coowives? He told them, “Did you
hear [that rumor about] Dosa ben Hyrcanus?”” They responded, “Ben Hyrcanus.” He told
them, “My brother Jonathan is the firstborn of Satan and is a student of Bet Shammai. Be
warry of him for he has three hundred proofs concerning the daughter’s coowife.” They
went to him. [R. Dosa] sent a letter to him writing, “be warry as the sages of Israel are
coming to you.”
They entered and he sat himself before them. He was explaining it to them but they did
not understand. He explained it to them again but they did not understand. The began to
doze. He told them, “Why are you dozing?” He began to throw pebbles at them. Some
say that they entered through one doorway and exited through three. He sent and told him
[R. Dosa], “What did you send me? These people have yet to learn and you tell me they
are the sages of Israel?!”
They came to him [R. Dosa] and asked him, “As for you, what do you say [about the
cowife]?” He told them, “Upon this very mortar stood Haggai the prophet and testified
concerning three matters: concerning the daughter’s coowife that she may marry a priest,
concerning the lands Amom and Moab that they require tithing of the poorman’s tithe in
the Seventh year, and concerning the converts of Palmyra that they may marry into the
congregation.” He added, “Lift up my two eyes that I may look upon the sages of Israel.”
He saw R. Yehoshua and applied to him the verse, “To whom would he give instruction?
[To whom expound a message? To those newly weaned from milk, Just taken away from
the breast] (Is 28:9). | remember that his mother would carry his cradle to the
synagogueso that his ears would cleave to words of Torah.” [He saw] R. Akibah and
applied to him the verse, “Lions have been reduced to starvation, [but those who turn to
the LoRrD shall not lack any good.] (Ps 34:11). I recognize him to be a man who is mighty
in Torah.” He say R. Elazar ben Azariah and applied to him the verse, “I have been
young and am now old, [but I have never seen a righteous man abandoned, or his children
seeking bread] (Ps 37:25). | recognize him to be a tenth generation descendent of Ezra
and his eyes are similar to his [Ezra’s].” R. Haninah of Sephortris said, “R. Tarfon was
also with them and he [R. Dosa] applied the same verse as he did for R. Elazar ben
Azariah.



Bavli Version of Rabbi Dosa Story

9YT) DONY 29N ,DMI5ND NYP 27D MM, PHND NAN NN 1NN 01O 12 NOYT 29 902 : NI
20 PINNY TIN NIN : YN 239 11D IN DY TD7 00 YININ .WIATHN 2D NADN NP PIV ,idN
DN ;317 1 NINN,INNAY NDID) NPT NN DY YTHYY 120N .37 D) PINNI .7PNY 12 TYON 1)
ADION DI Y MR, TIOSN PN DNRIY)
NI N D AN LAWY NN TTNOND 9NN AT 97N AN DY VN DY INDYIM YN 2299 10N
YN W (77D ©IONN) : 1IN NIPND POY XIAP 102N 7PIRYY 1210 WY - INN .7ITY 12 ITYON 119
NN 29 DN .ANT DY NOVN DY IV IDON ,0ND YPN IWIT 2TY) PYTIN OTINT KDY YMPT D)
T2 TAVY G0 12 RDPY NIN NDNX DX .0V 12 XDPY NN M) DN AW INX TPHROND
INIYI D TMND AV 22 ,aW NIND TYY DD NON
N2 MNX NNN NN NIN O NN .NIAN NISD WNINY TY ,MHOONA ININ D200 1DINNN
TRV NOM LMY INN .DON 12D NOYHN ND N 1N 12T NOON DN DAY OINNY NP2 NPDNN
)27 )N 7YY INNX T0NYNY DIIIN 12 IN ,DNYNY ROYT : DN DX HRNY N2 NION 1IN
I PORNDY STNRONND NI ,INAY I ,NIN JOY 7D 3D ¥ VP NN : ONY DN IYNIY DNO
NN PYN HAN,NIMN RONY NN NIND MWD MIXD YOV 1Y YWY 295 MDDNI DINN NP NOY
ANIDY PAY ,NMON NIAN NIY : DT NYIY IINI NN 7NN 2W 1T NOYVTHI DYV NIN) DIV DY
.DYTININN YOI PITIPN IO D) DX9APNI, TPV MY IUYN PIVYNI
SPHRPINY TP OYPRN LY 12 Y09 .DXNND IYOVA INSY INOWI S TAN NN 1DID) IDIDIVWI : NN
NYIN RD PYTY ,DWD TPITY PIYNR 1IND TY) O 90N TN TAVY ,NXDPY XN NNN 19 TN
PINY YN0 IDANY : RDPY 72910 NN 1P O
In the days of R. Dosa b. Harkinas, the rival of a daughter was permitted to marry the brothers. This ruling
was very disturbing to the Sages, because he was a great scholar and his eyes were dim so that he was
unable to come to the house of study. When a discussion took place as to who should go and communicate
with him, R. Joshua said to them, ‘I will go’. ‘And who after him?” — ‘R. Eleazar b. Azariah.” ‘And who
after him?” — ‘R. Akiba’. They went and stood at the entrance of his house. His maid entered and told him,
‘Master, the Sages of Israel are come to you’. ‘Let them enter’, he said to her; and they entered.
Taking hold of R. Joshua he made him sit upon a golden couch. The latter said to him, ‘Master, will you
ask your other disciple to sit down’? ‘“Who is he?’ [the Master]| enquired. — ‘R. Eleazar b. Azariah’. ‘Has
our friend Azariah a son?’ [the Master] exclaimed, and applied to him this Scriptural text, I have been
young and now | am old; yet have | not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread; and so
took hold of him also and made him sit upon a golden couch. ‘Master’, said he, ‘will you ask your next
disciple also to sit down’? ‘And who is he?’ [the Master] asked. — ‘Akiba the son of Joseph’. “You are,’
[the Master] exclaimed, ‘Akiba son of Joseph whose name is known from one end of the world to the
other! Sit down, my son, sit down. May men like you multiply in Israel’.
Thereupon they began to address to him all sorts of questions on legal practice until they reached that of the
daughter's rival. ‘What is the halachah’, they asked him, ‘in the case of a daughter's rival?’ ‘This,” he
answered them, ‘is a question in dispute between Beth Shammai and Beth Hillel.” ‘In accordance with
whose ruling is the halachah?” — ‘The halachah,” he replied, is in accordance with the ruling of Beth
Hillel’. ‘But, indeed,” they said to him, ‘it was stated in your name that the halachah is in accordance with
the ruling of Beth Shammai!’ He said to them: ‘Did you hear, "Dosa" or "the son of Harkinas?"” — ‘By the
life of our Master.” they replied. ‘“We heard no son's name mentioned.” ‘I have,” he said to them, ‘a younger
brother who is a dare-devil and his name is Jonathan and he is one of the disciples of Shammai. Take care
that he does not overwhelm you on questions of established practice, because he has three hundred answers
to prove that the daughter's rival is permitted. But I call heaven and earth to witness that upon this mortar
sat the prophet Haggai and delivered the following three rulings: That a daughter's rival is forbidden, that in
the lands of Ammon and Moab the tithe of the poor is to be given in the Seventh Year, and that proselytes
may be accepted from the Cordyenians and the Tarmodites.’
A Tanna taught: When they came they entered through one door; when they went out they issued through
three different doors. He came upon R. Akiba, submitted his objections to him and silenced him. ‘Are you’,
he called out, ‘Akiba whose name rings from one end of the world to the other? You are blessed indeed to
have won fame while you have not yet attained the rank of oxherds.” ‘Not even,’ replied R. Akiba, ‘that of
shepherds.’



